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How TO USE THIS BOOK

This is a highly subjective collection that reflects the personal tastes and
insights of its contributors. It is closely modeled on the excellent “City
Secrets” series (New York, London, and Rome) and | thank the series editor,
Robert Kahn, for giving me the idea.

As “City Secrets” does, | asked residents and friends of the West Hills
Neighborhood Association to “recommend an overlooked or under-
appreciated site, building or artwork or, alternatively, one that is well known
but about which they could offer fresh insights, personal observations or
specialized information. Respondents were also asked to describe strolls,
neighborhoods, restaurants, events, shops ... anything that offered the reader
both idiosyncratic and traditional ways of spending time” in Lawrence and
the surrounding Douglas County.

We acknowledge that Lawrence provides an endless number of rich
experiences, and this book is not exhaustive. The contents are gathered to
welcome new residents to our City and to our neighborhood. It is hoped that
this collection will be dynamic in nature and that you will be inspired to
learn more about Lawrence, and that when you discover secrets of your own
that you will share them with us.

Every submission has been checked for accuracy. However, if you discover
a factual error, let us know.

Bon voyage, and welcome to the neighborhood!




KANSAS RIVER LEVEE TRAIL MARILYN HuLL

My vote for the best place to ride a bike in Lawrence is the Kansas River
Levee Trail, accessed just north of the downtown bridge. The flat, finely
crushed gravel surface is ideal for riders (as well as walkers and runners) of
all abilities. The trail goes about five miles in each direction. The ride east
offers views of one of local artist Stan Herd’s large scale artworks, North
Lawrence backyards reminiscent of small town Kansas with rusted old cars
and ambitious vegetable gardens, and fertile farmland. The ride west starts
with views of a trailer park, but quickly offers more pleasing sights of rural
Douglas County. Mountain bikers will also find dirt trails on the east side
that snake through wooded areas. A word of caution: if you start your ride in
West Hills, keep in mind that the ride home from the downtown area will be
mostly uphill!

BOWERSOCK MICRO PARK SPACE

Check out this micro park, on the south bank of the river and minutes from
downtown. It was originally called “Bosco” Park after the Bowersock
watchdog. It is accessed on foot from the east side of the northbound bridge
into North Lawrence. Nestled beside the Bowersock power generating
plant, this quiet green space gives an opportunity to watch the river, read a
book or just relax for a few minutes while shopping.



A FRENCH PICNIC JOAN AND WEB GOLDEN
Travel downtown in the middle of the 900 block of Massachusetts to the
European market, Au Marche, and gather your provisions for a picnic. This
quaint shop is filled with delicious products for your picnic basket, whether
cheese, sausage, olives or sweets.

One block west, at the corner of Ninth and

Vermont, you’ll find Wheatfields, your source for the best baguette outside
of France. Linger a moment outside the bakery enjoying the fresh bread
smell and read the details of the brick oven that sends its heat out into the
street on winter days.

Then take advantage of the cool evenings to find a spot by Potter’s Lake on
the KU Campus ... bon appetit!



SECRET GARDENS ... MARILYN HULL

Several of my favorite gardens are open to the public but not well known.
The Sensory Garden is at 1120 West 11th Street. To get there, take the
driveway north of the TKE fraternity sign. The garden offers plants that can

be touched and smelled, as well as seen.

The butterfly garden is behind Foley Hall on KU’s West Campus. Aptly
enough it is laid out in the shape of a butterfly, and showcases plants that
attract monarchs and other species of butterflies that pass through Lawrence
during their annual migration. The garden is an educational project of the
Kansas Biological Survey’s Monarch Watch program. If you want to learn
how to attract butterflies to your own yard, check out their annual open
house in September. But if you are just looking for a quiet place to sit and
enjoy nature, go at your leisure.

Lastly check out the community garden that welcomes “respectful visitors”.
On the south side of the alley directly behind the brightly muraled building
on the corner of 9" Street and Mississippi, this garden was started when the
Community Mercantile then occupied the building. Local community
members still work busily in the garden.



P1 BETA PHI BENCH RAY DAVIS

Kansas University sits atop a limestone outcropping left in place after the
erosion caused by flooding of two rivers---the Kansas and the Wakarusa.
One of the best places to view the Wakarusa is from a bench between
Twente and Blake Halls on the KU campus on a bench provided by Pi Beta
Phi sorority in 1923 to commemorate fifty years at KU. The bonus of this
viewing place is the south wind that blows most days to lift the spirit as well

as the body (yes...it blows that hard some days) and as a reminder that
Kansas is derived from the Indian word for "south wind."

‘STOP DAY’ TOUR RAY DAVIS

Stop day at the University is the day after the formal end of the spring
semester and the day before the start of final exams. Stop day is also a
delightful tradition. A long-standing member of the faculty, Professor Ted
Johnson, conducts an all day tour of the University's architecture, art,
traditions, and minutia. Like most environments, one can live for years with
little appreciation of beauty and significance of daily encounters. The tour is
all day and begins at the Natural History Museum. You can attend parts or
enjoy the entire tour. It is free.



VISITOR CENTER RAY DAvIs

Pick up a sandwich (egg salad) and go to the visitor's center (old Union
Pacific train station). Of the 100 odd trains that route through Lawrence
daily, most carry coal from the Black Thunder Mine in the Powder River
Basin in Wyoming. As you watch the trains go by, each car carrying thirteen
and one half tons of low sulphur coal, you are watching carbon energy in the
form of plant life set in place 330 million years ago and cooked for most of
those years just above the boiling point of water. Regardless if you favor
alternative fuels or further coal development, witness the passing of an
inadvertent (most likely) work of nature set in place before most anything
walked the earth in the form of a coal seam 100 feet thick extending across
the Powder River Basin. Lawrence is neither the point of origin nor the end
user...just witness to our insatiable appetite for energy.

WILSON “PICKETT” Barbara Carswell
While visiting the Visitor Center, check out the iron fence carefully. A few
miles south of Lawrence, Walt Hull IronWork is situated on the east side of
Highway 59 at Pleasant Grove. Walt Hull and co-worker Kate Dinneen,
both master blacksmiths, spend most of their time crafting ornate railings,
benches, chandeliers and sculptures. The iron rail seen above is an excellent
example of their work. Look closely and you will see their sense of humor
in “Wilson Pickett” ... an individualized picket in the fence in the shape of a
face.

(YOU CAN FIND ANOTHER REFERENCE TO KATE DINNEEN’S WORK ON THE WHEATFIELDS OVEN
PLAQUE)



MURPHY-BROMELSICK HOUSE NANCY HIEBERT

The Murphy-Bromelsick House, located at 909 Pennsylvania in East
Lawrence, is “a product of the spirited rebuilding of Lawrence in the decade
following the Quantrill massacre, between 1868 and 1869. Irish and
German immigrants built and owned or occupied it until circa 1941.” *

Relocated and painstakingly reconstructed 300 yards from its original
location, it now stands in Hobbs Park as a memorial to John Speer, a
newspaper publisher from Pennsylvania who played a major role in the
drama known as Bleeding Kansas.

*Quoted from the on-site historic marker

While visiting the Murphy-Bromelsick House, be sure to check out the
beautiful mural on the back of the stands at the ballfield nearby. The mural
is one of several painted in Lawrence by David Loewenstein, a local
muralist.



WALK ALONG THE OREGON TRAIL BILL AND JEAN MITCHELL
Start at the Oregon Trail marker (a bronze plaguelimestone boulder) at
West Campus Road/Crescent Road, just south oflth®@ega fountain.
Go north along West Campus Road, turn west onf&tdafthus entering
West Hills), then north on West Hills Parkway; airns west you'll see, on
your right, a wooded area known now as the Weds$ Bird Sanctuary.
Down there, concealed by brush and poison ivyniGhandoned and filled)

water well which allegedly was used by OT travelgts/e seen the well

but not the travelers.)

At the intersection of West Hills Parkway and EmBRgad (named for
Judge James S. Emery, whose land, | believe, tlus was), turn north on
Emery (ah, just 40 years ago, still a gravel rodd)e white porticoed house
on the southwest corner of Emery and Sigma Nu Rieseoriginally the
home of Walter R. Stubbs, Governor of Kansas, 108083, and housed the
Sigma Nu fraternity (and a ghost) until a couplgedrs ago.

Just before reachind"&treet, on the east side of Emery a small, old, 2-
storey limestone house still stands, almost hidilemodern apartments; on
the west side are the Windmill Apartments whicletdheir name from the
wooden, Swedish-built windmill that used to behe west at the crest of the
hill, built 1863-4, burned 1905. The little stdmaillhouse” on the east side
of Emery is one of several built for the millhandsjy a couple of them
remain (another on Maine, just north 8fStreet).

Another interesting “stop” on the Oregon Trail id.acompton — but that’s
too far to walk ... (for us, not for the OT travelerdBut you might want to
check out Lecompton (by car or bicycle) befors ibverwhelmed by
development. Go all the way north on lowa Strésesn west on County
Road 438 (known as the “Farmers’ Turnpike”) aboutilés, north on



